\ s e
ﬂa B & J

VIRGIN ISLANDS
FARMERS ALLIANCE

The Science of Organic Farming

Cultivating healthy agriculture in the Virgin Islands

USDA United States Department of Agriculture USDA
. i —— Agricultural Marketing Service
Nate Olive, Ph.D. TOPP VI Coordinator m/‘ National Organic Program

Transtaeasoeenter - Transition to Organic Partnership Program W
artne ogra




Tran5|t|on t
Organic
Partnership
Program

United States Department of Agriculture

CUItlvatlng healthy ag r|CUItu re USDA Agricultural Marketing Service USDA
ﬂ National Organic Program
In the Vlrg In ISIands Trafs?t‘lﬁ‘;ei‘fbﬁzgﬁii Transition to Organic Partnership Program

Partnership Program



Environment:

Ocean Dead Zones Worldwide
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Caused by hypoxia
Agricultural runoff and untreated sewage

Insoluble synthetic fertilizers
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Niche Market Profitability:

Certified Organic Market Growth

U.S. organic food retail sales by category, 2001-21 Niche Markets important for small growers
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somewhat lower than Organic Trade Association estimates.
Source: USDA, Economic Research Service using data from Nutrition Business Journal, _ , _
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Organic Soils in the USVI

Organlc Soils vs. Conventional Soils « A teaspoon of soil can contain

_ several billion microorganisms
~— The Soil Food Web |
* >1 ton bacteria per acre
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Organic Soils in the USVI

Organic Soils vs. Conventional Soils

Water clings to smaller soll
particles (i.e, clay)

High Soil Organic Matter (SOM)
associated with High Filtration
and water regulation

SOM filters and regulates water
and nutrient retention (less
leaching)

Increased capacity of nutrient
production
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Overall Soils in the USVI

Soil Orders of the United States Virgin Islands
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Miscellaneous

- Mollisols

Vertisols

Soil Orders and General Descriptions
Type & Description

Entisols

Little, if any horizon development
Aridisols

Soils located in arid climates
Alfisols

Deciduous forest soils
Ultisols

Extensively weathered soils
Gelisols

Soils containing permafrost
Andisols

Soil formed in volcanic material

Inceptisols

Beginning of horizon development

Mollisols

Soft, grassland soils

Spodosols

Acidic, coniferous forest soils
Oxisols
Extremely weathered, tropical soils

Histosols

Soils formed in organic material

Vertisols

Shrinking and swelling clay soils
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1. Adding Carbon
Crop rotation
Fallows

Cover crops
Reduce or no till

Compost/manure

N o o A W N

Rotational
grazing
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Organic Grower Plan

USEFUL FOR ANY SUSTAINABLE FARM BUSINESS

1. Organic Crop Production Summary

certifications

Quality Certification Services

hereby certifies that
Ridge to Reef Farm

PO Box 2903 Frederiksted, US Virgin Islands, 00841

2. Parcel Information

meets the strict standards to be

CERTIFIED ORGANIC

undey the USs National Organic Program 7 CFR Part 205

Crop Rotation

QCS Entitv 1D 16864

Water & Natural Resources

Seeds & Planting Stock

Scope: Crops

Us A Parcel Location(s): See Product Venfication Form
W Certified Product(s): Sce Product Venfication Form
“) .
Tous -

Greenhouse and Indoor Production
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Mushroom Production

Issue Date: 2162015
Pest, Weed, and Disease Management :

Ramkrishnan, Chief Operating Officer

& Quality Certification Services, a USDA National Organic Program and 1SO-65 compliant certification program, has &
| < determined, based on a review of the above named entity’s application and records, and inspection of its fields, facilities &

gand processes, that the above named entity meets or exceeds the appropriate and applicable standards of organic %

. production, handling, and processing. In displaying this certificate, the Certified Entity warrants that it is in, and willg
ércmain in, full compliance with the organic standards set by the USDA National Organic Program. Once certified, a <
% production or handling operation's organic certification continues in effect until surrendered, suspended or revoked.
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0. Compost & Animal Manure
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VIRGIN ISLANDS
FARMERS ALLIANCE

Initiatives
 FARMER SURVEY

* BARRIER BUSTING
*OUTREACH/ WORKSHOPS
 TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

United States Department of Agriculture
Agricultural Marketing Service

~ | FLORIDA
National Organic Program ORGANIC
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 LFFC Organic Farming Subcommittee

e[ .ocal Cost Share www.vifarmers.or

e Buffer Establishment info@vifarmers.or

e Organic Inputs

* Organic Market Development
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