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US Virgin Islands Forest Legacy Program
Landowner Application

IMPORTANT – PLEASE READ!
Thank you for considering the Forest Legacy Program (FLP), for the protection of your forested lands. Our goal is to protect the forest resources of high ecological value in the US Virgin Islands that are threatened by conversion to non-forest uses that meet the eligibility criteria established for the program. This program is highly competitive, and funds are limited. Projects that make it through the Virgin Islands’ ranking process will be forwarded to the US Forest Service and entered into a regional, then national evaluation process. Funding is not guaranteed, and we remind you that the acquisition is made based on a voluntary sale (“willing seller”) and eminent domain will never be used.

Patience is the most important virtue that applicants can possess as their application goes through this administrative process. It is not unusual for a project to take over eighteen (18) months from the time of being ranked on the state level to the scheduled closing. The more work that is completed ahead of time, the quicker a closing can be expected.  

There are many aspects that contribute to a project being selected and ranked high enough to be funded. One aspect, and probably the most important, is the quality of the forest resources on the tract. The evaluation process investigates the quality of fish & wildlife habitat, and if there are cultural, historic, or scenic resources of significance. Each of these values is a reflection of the parcel and there is little if anything that a landowner can do to improve the attractiveness of the project based on these criteria. 

Also considered in the evaluation of a proposed project is the amount of support for protection of the parcel, as evidenced by written letters from government agencies, individuals, or non-profit organizations. Level of support is also considered. For example, has the supporter agreed to commit fund for the project, or to have the appraisal land survey paid for? Another aspect given careful consideration is the potential of conversation to non-forests uses. 

In all cases, the owner is informed of the fair market value of the property. The value is determined following federal pricing rules “Uniform Appraisal Standards for federal Land Acquisitions (UASFLA)” also known as “Yellow Book” and said value shall be the maximum price paid. Owners can negotiate a selling price below the price of appraisal, which will need further consideration. Applicants must be informed about the current value of their estate on the market. 
	APPLICANT INORMATION: 

	Landowner’s names:



	Mailing Address:


	Daytime Telephone Number:  


	Email address:




	AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE: If the property has more than one owner (e.g. community of heirs, partnership, etc.) or belongs to a legal entity (corporation, company of limited liability, special partnership, etc.), the applicant must present the document that legally authorizes to submit the application (e.g. to Power of Attorney, corporate resolution, etc.) 

	Name of Authorized Representative:


	Mailing Address:


	Daytime Telephone Number:


	Email:


	Island:

	Estate:
	Parcel:

	Total Acreage:

	Total Acres In Forest:

	What Is the Land Currently Zoned As?


	What Are the Current Uses Of The Property?


	Are There Any Encumbrances (Liens, Mortgages, Easements, and/or Leases (If Yes Please Explain In The Confidential Financial Section)?
☐Yes          ☐No

	How Many Of The Total Acres Are You Nominating For The Forest Legacy Program?


	Please Describe Your Long Term Goals and Objectives For The Nominating Property. (Why Is The Property Important To You? Why Was It Purchased? What Would You Like To Do On And With This Property?):








	Do You Have A Written Forest Management Plan? (If Yes, Please Enclose A Copy With Your Application) 
 ☐Yes          ☐No

	Is your parcel located within one of the priority areas identified in the Forest Legacy Assessment of Need? (See Appendix A)

	☐ East End St. John                           
☐ East End St. Croix
☐ West End St. Thomas          
	☐ Northwest St. Croix	   
☐ South Shore St. John
☐ North Shore St. Thomas

	A. Riparian or Hydrologic Areas: Water and watershed protection is an important forest value. Explain the water resource values of the proposed property.







	B. Existing or Potential Public Recreational Opportunities: Public recreation opportunities are defined as those having non-commercial and non-landowner users. What public recreational opportunities will be provided/enhanced by this acquisition? Explain the recreational values of the prosed property. 







	C. Scenic Resources: The scenic aspects of a natural resources area may often be subjective. Does the property include locally important panoramic or scenic views? Describe the special qualities making your parcel stand out as a scenic resource. 







	D. Known Cultural, Historical, or Prehistoric Areas: Are you aware of any cultural/historic values on your parcel? Examples are material evidence of previous human occupation (e.g. petroglyphs, house pits, middens, limestone mortars, coppers, etc.), cemeteries, Amerindian sites, old animal mills and windmills, etc).







	E. Roads and Improvement: Please discuss amount (approximate total length, type (dirt, rocked, paved, etc.) and condition of roads on the property. Are there any road conditions that need to be improved, eliminated or replaced? What structural improvements exist on the property: include houses, barns, shops, power lines, fences, etc. 







	F. Traditional Forest Productivity: Traditional forest uses provide timber and other forest products and amenities for an improved quality of life. Explain the traditional forestry resource values of the parcel. 







	G. Fish and Wildlife Habitat: Protecting and enhancing wildlife features on and off the property is crucial to maintaining viable wildlife populations. Does your parcel contain any significant plants, fish and wildlife habitat values? 







	H. Known Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Species: As urbanization and subdividing of forest lands continue, the need to give special attention to rare, threatened, and endangered species of fish, wildlife, and plants increases. Explain the rare plants and habitats found on or near your parcel. 







	I. Ecological Community and Connectivity Values: In addition to the characteristics already outlined, a parcel may have other exceptional ecological values important to the area. Explain the other ecological values or important traits of your property (e.g. geology, proximity to public lands). 






	J. Type and Level of Conversion Threats: There are various kinds and degrees of threat to valuable forested areas, such as encroaching housing and recreational development, commercial and/or utilities development, illegal activities such as drug labs or pot gardens, zoning or ownership that would preclude traditional forestry values and the dividing of land ownership in smaller parcels. Explain how your property is either threatened by development or conversion to other uses, or can slow the development pressure in your area. 








	K. Acquirability or Manageability: Even if a forested parcel is threatened with conversion to non-forest use, protecting it under the Forest Legacy Program is not always easy. Describe the level of support for your proposal and how it complements other land conservation efforts. 








	

	Other Comments You May Wish To Add About Your Forest Legacy Nomination or Property Uniqueness:






















	FINANCIAL INFORMATION:
The following estimates are for preliminary use only. Any final offer cannot exceed fair market value, as determined by an appraisal meeting federal “Yellow Book” appraisal standards.

The following financial, deed, and lien information shall remain confidential until such time: 
a) The application has been approved and all transactions are concluded, or
b) All title-holders give written permission to release the information 

	1. What is the estimated total value of this property?



	2. How was this value determined? (Examples: landowner’s personal estimate, licensed appraiser, realtor, written legal appraisal.) If appraised, date of the appraisal:




	3. Are you willing to donate part of the easement value, and if yes, what percentage are you willing to donate? 
      ☐Yes          ☐No



	Do you have another source, such as a Land Trust or another federal or state agency willing to fund part of the purchase price? If yes, who is the partner and what is the relationship? How much are they willing to contribute to the cost of the purchase price or easement? 
☐Yes          ☐No





	4. Are you willing to pay for the land appraisal?
☐Yes          ☐No

	

	LIENS & ENCUMBRANCES:

	List any and all liens and encumbrances on the property proposed for enrollment in the Forest Legacy Program. Examples: tax liens, utility easements, mortgages, public right of way, water flow or water use restrictions, septic systems or water easements, deed restrictions or covenants, mineral extraction rights (gas, oil. Coal, stone, etc.), dump sites, underground fuel tanks, other environmental hazards, etc. 












STATE FOREST STEWARDHIP COORDINATING COMMITTEE LANDOWNER INSPECTION APPROVAL & RELEASE FORM
The information in this application is true to the best of my knowledge and belief. I/We, as the landowner(s) or landowner’s authorized agent (proof of authorization must accompany the application) agree to allow inspection, appraisal, and survey of my property being offered for consideration under the Forestry Legacy Program. I agree to allow members of the Forestry Division, VI Department of Agriculture, members of the Forest Stewardship Coordinating Committee, or designated contractors (certified federal appraisers) to inspect the property, as may be required, at any mutually agreeable time for the purposed of this application. I understand I shall be notified in advance of all inspection visits.  

I understand that this property will not be purchased if negotiations do not reach an amicable agreement or if the property does not meet the needs or qualifications of the US Virgin Islands Forest Legacy Program.
Signature(s) of landowner(s) or legal agent 			Date 
	
	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	



Mail or email completed application to: 
Mathilde Aurelien-Wilson, Forest Legacy Program Coordinator 
VI Department of Agriculture 
RR1 Box 10345, Kingshill, VI 0850
Email: mathilde.wilson@doa.vi.gov    Tel: (340) 778-0997 Ext. 3315
APPENDIX A: U.S. Map of US Virgin Islands Forest Legacy Areas 
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